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An ADDRESS to the Magiſtrates, Clergie, and Learned 
Gentlemen of the City of Du L1 n, Ge, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Publiſhed lately an Advertiſement of an Engliſh, Latin and 
[| Greek School; and therein I undertake, upon very Reaſon- 

able Terms, to teach the Engliſh, Latin and Greek Tongaes, 
after a more Eafre, Expeditious and Rational Method, than has 
been hitherto practiſed ; but finding that ir does not ſucceed ac- 
cording to my Expectation, I thought fir to diſcover to the 
World, that / am Able to Perform,what I have therein Underta» 
ken : And ſince I cannot be ſo happy as to reap ſome Benef by 
what I have with many years Toil and Travel found our, Jetme 
at leaſt have the Satifation of Diſcovering it to my Native Coun- 
trey ;, fome more Ingenious Perſon may perhaps Improve it to 
greater Advantage for the Publick Good. 

My Method of Teaching the Tongues, is this. 1. I Teach my 
Scholars the Engliſh Tongue Grammaticaly, according to 'the 
Engliſh Grammar which I Printed at London in 1692. and do inſtil 
all Grammatical Rules, Terms and Notions into Boys in their 
Mother Tongue, which they comprehend the better, becauſe they 
are deliver'd in a XA#own Tongue. When Boys underſtand the Eng- 
liſh Parts of Speech, their Numbers, Caſes, Articles, Genders 
and Declenfions ; rhe Conjugations, their Moods, Tenſes and 
Perſons ; the Concords and Regimens in Syntax ; the Accents, 
Names of Verſes, and Meaſures in Proſody ; the moſt Tedtous 
and Difficult part of Grammar is over, before ever they enter in- 
to Latin, Then teach them to make Engliſh Theams and Yer- 

ſos, and put ſome Engliſh Authors of the Pureſt Stile, into their 
hands. A Boy thus qualify'd, is fit for learning any Foreign 
Tongue, and not till then, The forming of Boys at the Gram- 
mar-School, either makes or marrs them for eyer. The firſt Impreſ. 
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frons ſtick faſteſt, and thereforc-ought ro be madewith the grear-- 
et Sk{h. . - 

" ken I enter a Boy into Latin or Greek, 1 do not Teach 
hifk the General Rules of Grammar over apaiii, but make thoſe 
ules that are Peculiar to each Tongue, as Exceptions to the Eng- 
Grammatical Rules. The Conlliturion of all. Tongues, as* 
to the General Rules of Grammar, are the ſame, and do,only dif- 
fcr'in a few things, viz. the Engliſh and Latin Tongues have Two » 
Numbers ; the Greek, Three ; the Engliſh and Latin have Six Ca- 
ſes, the Greek bur Five; the Engliſh /ongue hath but One Declen- 
jwn, the Latin Five, and the Greek Ten ; the Engliſh hath : bus 
7 wo Conjugatians, the Latin Four, and the Greek Thirteen, &c. Now 
to-make 7 hree compleat Grammars, when One may ſuffice, is la- 
bour in vain. To'repeat the ſame thing over and over is-to bur- 
then the Memaxzy and Underſtanding. What Affinity. the Latin 
and Greek Tongues. have with the Engliſh, may. appear by my- 
Engliſh Grammar, a competent Number whereof are daily expect- 
od trom Londox.. When an Evg/iſh Scholar is ſent to a Latin School, 
vencrally he is to be taught to Read and Spe? better, which is a 
great and improper Task for a Latin Schoolmatter, as Schooling; 


- ts now : But my Method does nor only fave him this Labour, bur. 


the moſt laborious part of the Scholar's Education, viz. The fre-: 
quent inculcation of Gramwatical Rules, Terms, and Notions. As 
the learning of Latin has been hithertoa help to Boys for attain- 
ing the Eng/i/h.Tongue, this Method will þe a great: help to them» 
for attaining the Latin.and Greek -Tongxes'; fo that.by: chis means, . 
Boys may attain theſe 7ongxes in half rhe time that is uſually. 
{penr in them. Beſides, No Boy can turn Engliſh into Latin, or: 
Latin into true and proper Eng/iſh,, unlels he .has learned rhe: 
Engliſh Tongue Grammatically : . There. arc-many-. [dioms in eyc« 
ry. Zongge, that cagnot þe rightly zsanſlared withour. this Know- 
ledge. . In this I have the concurring Opinions of the greateſt. 
Orators and.Poets of the Age, The moſt Tranſlations extant 
arc convincing Inſtances of this Defet : The.Tranſlators for 
the, molt part following the /dion of: tlie . Ziygue from whenese. 
they tranſlated them... Thus I think I have ſufficiently evinced 
rhe, Advantages and Neceſlity of Teaching the Engliſh: Tongue 
Ghammatically :- The defeFt of, which,,may be reckoned the fu/A 
| Great.. 
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Great Error inthe YVulgar Method of Educating Touth. The Eng- 
liſh Tongue may be improv'd toall the Advantages that have made 
the Latin-and Greek Tongues ſo famous, were Terms proper for 
all Arts and Sciences invented ;- which - a - roo | fond Admiratiorn 


of Foreign Tongues; does hinder. For my -part,I cannot perceive ' 
wherein our Engliſh Oratory and Poetry are Inferiour to the Greek * 


and Latin : The. Pngliſh Tongue is Copious cnough, and may be 
Improved. 

Gentlemen, 1 muſt Tikewiſe beg leave to offer my Opinion as 
touching the Yulgar Methods of Teaching the Latiy and Greek 
Tongues ; and the firſt Error I find, is the Teaching .of ſevera? 
Grammars-: This variety of Grammars breeds not only a grear 
Confuſion in Schooling, bur is a great loſs to thoſe Boys who 


leave a School before they be perfett in the Grammar Taught, 
there-: -This makes Teaching and Learning an Herculean Labour ;* 


whitſt the New Maſter is forc'd to re-teach, ad the New Scholar 
to re-learn another Grammar. There ought therefore to be One 
Grammar Eſtabliſh'd as thg Standard of Erlucation, or None ar all. 
The Ule of Grammar was firlt occalion'd by the Ignorance of 
Schooltaſters, and is ſtill continued by their + Lazizeſſ : There 
are-no Grammars- extant abſolutely perfect; nay, ſome have great 
Errors in them. I have known that different Grammars have been 


taught in the ſame Schoolg one-Parcnt is for £i4y;another for De 


pauter, athird for Alvarez, &c, He thar'is:not abie ro compole a 
Grammar, is aot fit to:7each'a-Schoo! + Such Fellows are Pick- 
Pockets and Quacks, and the Ruine of Children. Every Schoo!- 
malter ought ro compole a -Compexd of all nceeſſary Grammari- 
cal Rules. . | 

2. The Second Error I find ir: the common way of-Teaching, 
is, The Teaching of 'Latin in Latin Rules: This is as great Non- 
ſenſe as the Teaching of Hebrew in Hebrew Rules : -How much 
Labour and 7ime are loſt in this, is/ evident- to you al! : Both 
which are faved by my Method. All Grammatical Rules ought 
ro be in Engliſh; ac leaſt rill Boys ate Maſtefs-of: Orarory. The 
bare mentioning of this Error,- is ſufficient to-expoſe ir. 

3. To put Boys into Authors before they can make Congruous Latin 
% Greek, is the greateſt Error of all. When a Boy begins $y-- 


zax,, he ſhould-have Sentences given him to turn into L+tin, ac- { 


corying 
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cording to the SyntaCtical Rules that he learns, and ought not 
to leave that Rule, till he can make Latiz perfeQly according to 
it. To make Boys go through the whole Rules of Systax, be- 
fore they begin ro make Latin, is a great Conſumprion of Time, 
for one Rule drives the other out of their heads. Beſides, Boys 
ought to make congruous and ornate Latin, before ever they be- 
gin any Author : | Linguarum and Commenii Orbis Pittus, 
will do better than any Author; and yet I don't think them fir 
to be putinto a Boys hands, till he can make congruous Latiz. 
The omilliou of this Daily Exerciſe, is chiefly ro be imputed ro 
the Lazineſs of Schoolmaſters : Were Boys daily kept to this Exer- 
ciſe, ir would fave them the Neceſſity of Reading ſuch fooliſh 
ſtuff as is contained in moſt of the uſual Aurhors. 

4. To teach Boys Poetical Authors, before they be Maſters of Ora- 
tory, is a great Error : For the Genius of Oratory and Poetry, are 
vaſtly difterent ; witneſs the Prince of Orators hobling Verſe; 


O Fortunatam natam me conſule Romam ! 


I have known Cate, (ui mihi, Ovid's Epiſtles, and his 7riftia, 
taught before ever they had learned Sy#tax : So that the Vul- 
gar way of Teaching the 7oxngues, ſeems rather to be calculated 
to retard, rhan to further the Boys attaining of the Tongues. 

5. To teach Boys ſo many Claſſick Authors of different Stiles, is 
a great Diſadvantage to them, becauſe it hinders them from Imita- 
ring or Acquiring a Good Stile. Terence and Eraſmus, Seneca and 


+ Cicero, are oppolite Stiles: Now to teach ſo many Authors of 


different Stiles, muſt either be to furniſh them with a ſufficient 
ſtore of words, which may be more caſily done by Nomencla- 
tures, Where the Noun may be found in his Nominative Caſe, and 
the Verb in his Preſent Tenſe, without putting Boys to the trou- 
ble of turning over to the Declenfions and Conjugations every foot ; 
or elſe, ro ſupply them with rhe ſeveral Forms of expreſling the 
ſame things: Bur this may be more caſlily done by Wincheſter 
Phraſes, and other Books compoſed on ae Or laſtly, The 
end of teaching ſo many Authors, muſt be to inſtil che Author's 
Wit and Learnivg into Boys ; but Wit and Learning are not to 
be pick'd our of the Claſick Authors by School-Boys : We find in 

moſt 
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moſt of the School-Authors a great deal of Atheiſm, Prophaneſs, 
and down-right Lies, Falſe Principles of Philoſophy and Morality. 
The Reading of ſuch Poetical Fiftions is the Ruine of many a 
Youth. Are Ovid's obſcene Lines to be introduc'd into a Chri- 
ftian School, for which he was Baniſhed a H2arhen Empire 2 Wir, 
Philoſophy, and Morality, are not to be learned at che Gram- 
mar-School. Beſides, the Principles of Philoſophy are diffe- 
from what they were, when the Claſſick Authors flouriſhed ; 
nay, Morality it ſelf is Refined fince. If -Boys mutt be taughr 
Wit, Philoſophy, and Morality, at the Grammar-School, let them 
'be given to them in their Yerfiovs ; for upon my word they are 
not to be found in molt Claſick Authors. Ir is not good to pre- 
poſſeſs Boys with Falſe Principles ; Prejudice of Eaucation is a 
great hinderance to the Diſcovery of Truth. Ir were better to 
leave them to the Inſtruction of a Learned Tutor, where eyery 
Truth may be taught under a Proper and Mechodical Head, 
and in its due place. Theſe very Practices are the Bane of 
Youth, and a means to make them Eternal Blockbeads. Some 
few Men indeed retrieve thoſe Diſadvantages and Prejudices of 
Education. Beſides, wharſignifie thoſe Bits and Scraps of Wit 
char are pick'd out of Satyr ? Is it fit thar Boys ſhould be kept 
Eight or Nine years in peruſing fuch > $; Populus wult de- 
 cipz, decipiatur : If People will be led by the Noſe, who can 
_ it 2 Thedue peruſal of ane Orator's,and of one Poet's Works, 
_ be of [rus Uſe, than a ear of Bug the Claſſick Au- 
thors. .To judge of a Boys Proficiency. in the 7ongues, by his 
Skillin Claffick Ms © kit - if he _ ſmeak whe... 5A 4 and 
Write | t Latin and Greek, it is nota Farthing matter whe- 
ther- he has read them all, or not.. .It is the Misfortune of 
Mankind, that all Learzing has been ſo long wrapr up in 
Foreign Languages. For my part, I admire ſome of the Claſſick 
Authors as much as any Man, but they-mult be read cum grano 
Sals. . Whcn a Youth is Maſter of Oratory and Poetry, thea in- 
deed he may be permitted ro read all rhe Clafick Authors. Bur 
to ſpend the prime of Youth in them, when ir is evident we ger 
+ nothing by then but the knowledge of the Tongues, is a grear 
loſs of Time, which might be better employ'd in the ſtudy of 

more profitable Learning. 
Now 
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Now, Gentlemen, 1 have gone through the Yulgar "Errors in 
Educating of Touth in the Knowledge of the Tongues : I ſhall 
only mention two or three Advantages more of ' my Method of 
Teaching, 11. It will ſave Maſters a great deal of Pains in Teach- 
ing, and Boys a great deal of Pains and 7Zime in Learning the 
Tongues. 2. It will be of great Advantage for . thoſe who are 
not deſigned for the Univerſity, or are deſigned for 'Trades*; for 
hereby the meer Exg/iſh Scholar is qualified forthe ſtudy of Phi- 
loſophy, Divizity, and the Mathematicks, and of all other Arts and 
Sciences, which axe now. extant in the Engliſh Tongue. 3. It will 
be of .great Advantage to the Native rh, and all Foreigners, 
.-who may hereby lcarn to pronounce and ipcak Eng/i/h.like Na- 
tive Exgliſbmen ; which they could not attain to. before, by the 
defect of an®*Eng/iſh Grammar. Every Schoolmaſter will com- 
plain of the defect of good Mcthods, but none venture.to re- 
medy the Evil : .I have frecly. thrown my Mite into the Corbaz, 


and if I hayc not hit the Mark, yet I have led the way fora more 
-Ingeniqus Pen to.compleat it. | | 


Gentlemen, 1 have not Puvliſhcd this Paper to undermine any 
other School-maſter : only deſirc that a competent Number of 
Gentlemens Sons.may be committed to my Tuition, that have 
nor bcen fixtat a Latin School for any time ; for if. they have, 
.they arc not fit for.my Method. I taught many Noblemen and 
Perions of Quality's Children at Lowdow, and ar lcngrh taught 
None but Such ; the Truth whereof is known to ſome Perſons of 
Eminent Quality in Dublin : And now. to fit idle in an Empty 
School, and jn my Native Conntry too, ſeems very uncouth. 
However, I hope this ſmall Efay cannot be taken amiſs, being 


' writ for the Publick Good : And fo Iam in all hunulity, 


Nay 15.1698. From my Tour moſt Devoted 
School at Mr. Fox's on | 
New Key, acer the and Humble Servant, 


Indian Qucen, Ad- p h LING SOOT 
foming toEilex-Briddee © x bl 
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